Safe Routes to School
Agenda (Walk About)
Monday, January 11, 2010,   10 am
Ross Valley School District, Brookside Lower   
1. Introductions

2. Wendi Kallins:  Objectives Of Walk About

3. Location # 1:  Butterfield Parking Lot / Entrance Observations

a. Parking Lot 

i. PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC IN PARKING LOT: Pedestrian (walkers, strollers, scooters, skateboards, & dogs), bike, and car traffic all use the parking lot as a means to get from Butterfield to the bridge. There are no clear sidewalks to separate the pedestrian traffic from the car/bike traffic. Cars pull into the lot parking spaces and then backup, while at the same time a family is walking into the parking lot making their way through the car traffic towards the bridge. Pedestrians and bikers often enter through the one-way car exit (there is no sidewalk area on the North side) and walk through the parking lot towards the bridge (the fastest route). Children from upper campus come from the bus stop, cross Butterfield Rd., and walk through the lot to the bridge during heavy traffic pick-up times. Children exit the campus bridge out into the lot to find their way to their car or the sidewalk home. The “side walk area” along the side of the parking lot/creek is very narrow, forcing pedestrian traffic into the parking lot.

ii. CARS IN PEDESTRIAN WALK WAY: Cars may pull up beyond parking spaces onto the shoulder/“side walk area” (the chain link fence has been hit by cars along the South side). Because cars are able to pull up onto the shoulder/“side walk area”, the width of the shoulder/“side walk area” fluctuates depending upon how cars are parked. The pedestrian traffic (walkers, strollers, scooters, kids on bikes) uses the parking lot route primarily, especially when they have a stroller. 

iii. CARS IN RESTRICTED SPOTS: Cars often park directly in front of bridge (in the cross-walk or restricted parking area), in front of the wooden fence on the North side (with no parking sign), in the restricted spot in the corner (North), and in the cross-walk or restricted parking area nearest to the entrance along Butterfield.

iv. CAR & PEDESTRIAN RULES BLURRY: The parking lot paint (designating parking spaces, restricted spaces, cross-walks, handicap space) is showing wear (it’s not bright and sharp anymore); additionally its designations are unclear in certain locations. An example is the grid pattern from the bridge directly through the lot to Butterfield  - - - is this a crosswalk (it looks different than the one on Butterfield) or a restricted parking area? Another is the tiny parking spaces with upright medal polls next to them – are these spaces or not. 

v. CONGESTION: Overall this parking lot is very, very small to service the needs of a school this size. Fortunately, the population lives relatively close, so walking and biking are very critical for Lower Brookside.

vi. UNCARED FOR & OUT-OF-DATE FEELING. Generally, this parking lot (also the main front entrance for the school) feels uncared for…. no plantings, often times leaves and debris are built up on the shoulders, the lighting is old, the painted lines are not fresh, and generally it doesn’t feel protected and safe. 

vii. OTHER

b. Butterfield Road

i. SPEEDING CARS. School zone.

ii. CARS NOT STOPPING at stop signs.

iii. COMPLEX INTERSECTION: Complex, potentially dangerous intersection. Also note that it’s very difficult as a driver exiting Brookside parking lot onto Butterfield given the distance between stop signs and the cross walkers.

iv. NARROW BIKE LANES. Narrow bike lane w/ drains (more difficult for young riders)

v. CROSSING GUARD SUPPORT. No funding for crossing guard at Butterfield at Lower Campus.

vi. TRAFFIC. Overall, back up during commute times. Relatively small road for the amount of traffic it has.

vii. OTHER

4. Location # 2:  Alameda Entrance Observations

a. PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC IN STREET

b. SPEEDING CARS

c. KIDDIE VALLET IN STREET

d. CAR PARKING SPOTS UNDEFINED

e. NARROW BUMPY (potholes) STREET

f. FEELING OF WASTED SPACE. Once a pedestrian enters the gate, you come down this paved road with the water tank on the right. There seems to be so much space here that is not be utilized.

g. OTHER

5. Location # 3:  Office Parking Lot / Entrance Observations

6.  Next Steps
