Ross Valley School District
White Hill Middle School Student Safety and Travel Committee

Meeting Minutes for 1-11-2012

Attended by: 

RVSD- Eileen Rohan, George Baranoff, David Finnane, Bret Joyner

Marin County- Katie Rice, Jack Curley

Fairfax- John Reed, Sgt. Debra Thune

Glen Dr HOA- John Hochstresser.

Safe routes to school- Wendy Kallins

WH construction:George presented a brief over view of construction that starts in June 2012:

· Potential impact on Glen Dr and concerns from regular traffic and construction traffic. 
·  14 month building time 
· Student arrival/start and end of day times

· Staging for construction materials and some parking will be on site for construction. 
· George will mail out letters to Glen Dr home owners to inform them of construction dates.
Safe Routes to School:  Wendi Kalins shared the “Green Trips” data on for White Hill. WH has the highest ‘green’ practices in the county: 58% bus, 13% bike, 6% walk and 6% drive. She did student survey for the 11/12 school year and surveyed about ½ of the student population.
The group talked about the meeting held in Oct. when we walked out to Sir Francis Drake through the fields and identified areas for drop off and identified potential walking paths. A walking path could be built from SFD to the school and could be made from decomposed granite.  Although SFD has a bus pull out on the same side of the street as the school, there remain two important challenges:  supervision of 400+- students and the narrowness of the path/sidewalk.  

As an alternative to SFD, many of our biking/walking to school students use Olema where a crossing guard crosses students in the morning but not in the afternoon. Wendi will look into the possibility of changing the speed limit on Glen dr. to 15mph while children are present. Attached is an explanation for AB 321 - SLOWING DOWN FOR KIDS: NEW LAW ALLOWS LOCAL GOVERNMENT TO LOWER SPEED LIMIT IN SCHOOL ZONES TO 15 MPH.
Proposed Flood Project:  Jack Culey from the county flood control gave a brief over view of the Gomez field retention project. The time line to put the 1st shovel in the ground is 5+- years. The group discussed the pros and cons of making field and pathway improvements now, knowing that they would need to be replaced (and meet ADA compliance) as a result of or at completion of the project. These details will be addressed as the project moves through the process of design and final approval.
Street Safety – Glen Drive:  The need for official signage and speed limit change from 25 to 15mph in a school zone was discussed at length. The 2 reported accident s in 2010 both involved bikes. Fairfax PD will try and be more present as school is beginning and ending.  Sgt. Debra Thune will research the speed limit change potential and report back to the group at our next meeting.
The bus ingress and egress was also talked about at length.  Currently busses park along SFD before coming into Glen Drive.  Their bulk creates difficulties for drivers to see cars and pedestrians.  Currently, 3 buses enter the WH driveway at a time; in 10 minute increments.  
Good ideas and solutions generated:

· Golden Gate Transit to have a seat on this committee.
· Safe Route to do ongoing training at site.
· New signage
· Pathway from SFD trough fields that id useable during winter
· Utilize existing parking area with a dedicated bus drop off lane. Create something that is attractive but harder for drivers.
· Continue to educate of students, staff and parents
We discussed the right of way and property ownership at the end of Glen Drive - and researching if in fact a bus turnaround there would be feasible from a property rights standpoint and from a physical planning standpoint. 

· We discussed use of the existing SFD commercial bus stop for the kids ridding the bus and potentially using a crossing guard type person or persons, rather than teachers, to assist the students with loading at the SFD location

· Addition of speed bumps on Glen Dr.
